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Further Reportage on Detainees in U.S. Consulate 


SACC’s Chikane Comments 
MB1309201088 London B8C World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[From the “Focus on Afmca” program, presented by 
Julian Marshall] 


[Text] Three of South Africa’s leading antiapartheid 
activists are preparing to bed down tonight in the United 
States Consulate in Johannesburg, where they took ref- 
uge today after escaping from detention. They are Mr 
Murphy Morobe and Mr Mohammed Valli, both senior 
officials of the United Democratic Front, and Mr Vusi 
Khanyile, the president of the National Education Crisis 
Committee, which organized school boycotts in black 
townships 2 years ago. 


Now, on the line to Johannesburg, I should have the 
Reverend Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches [SACC], who has been in 
touch with developments today. 


{Begin recording] [Marshall] Rev Chikane, can I ask you 
first, how these three men managed to make their 
escape? 


[Chikane] We do not have information at this stage as to 
how they managed to escape, but they walked into the 
consulate, American consulate, in Johannesburg, and I 
was informed just after lunch that they were in the 
American consulate. 


[Marshall] I understand that in fact they were being 
treated in hospital? 


[Chikane] Yes, the three of them have been in hospital 
and, according to police, they escaped from a hospital. 


[Marshall] Now what kind of condition are the three men 
in, do you know? 


[Chikane] I have it the lawyer, Krish Naidoo, has met 
them and the report is that they are actually in good 
spirits, although detention, being in detention 21 
months, in detention, 14 months, and 14 months for the 
other two, it’s quite a long time. They have been affected 
by it. It is for this reason that they have been in the 
hospital, but I think their spirits are high in terms of 
them being in the consulate at this stage. 


[Marshall] Now, I understand that United States officials 
have actually ruled out political asylum but said that 
they are free to stay. Do you know what demands the 
three men have? 


[Chikane] We have had a confirmation trom the ambas- 
sador here, locally, that the United states can’t give them 
asylum, but they are prepared to give them temporary 
refuge uniil their problems are resolved. They have not 
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as yet indicated their demands, but one would imagine 
that it has to do with this security detention under state 
of emergency regulations, which keeps people in this 
detention indefinitely, without being charged or found 
guilty for any crime, and one can only guess that this 
would be the reason for their escape and entering into a 
consulate. 


{Marshall] Now, | understand that they were asking to 
see the American ambassador. Has that meeting taken 
place? 


{[Chikane] As far as I know, they have asked for the 
ambassador to meet them, but the meeting has not yet 
taken place, as far as | am concerned, I know. 


[Marshall] Do you think it will? Do you think that the 
American ambassador will agree to see them? 


[Chikane] It’s very difficult to say. He has not indicated 
that to us. His consulate general [as heard] 1s in touch 
with him and he 1s the person who has been talking to 
him. 


[Marshall] Rev Frank Chikane in Johannesburg, thank 
you very much indeed for joining us. [end recording] 


Detainees Issue Statement 
MB1409134488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1340 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Excerpts] Johannesburg Sept 14 SAPA—Three detain- 
ees who escaped from a Johannesburg hospital while 
undergoing treatment yesterday, and fled to the Ameri- 
can consulate where they were given refuge, remained 
behind a bullet proof facade on U.S. property today. 


The men’s lawyer said he knew nothing about reported 
government statements saying the men were free to leave 
the mission and would not be re-detained. 


Mr Krish Naidoo told SAPA he had had no communi- 
cation from any government body regarding his clients 
“and they (the detainees) haven't been told anything by 
government either”. 


Mr Naidoo reiterated his comments at a later press 
conference which was also attended by activists Dr Max 
Coleman (DPSC) [Detainees Parents Support Commit- 
tee], the Rev Frank Chikane (general secretary, SACC) 
{South African Council of Churches], Dr Beyers Naude 
and Jay Naidoo amongst others. [passage omitted] 


Reporters were told at the news conference today Mr 
Naidoo and others concerned with the three had met 
police yesterday regarding the escapees. Police wanted to 
know their demands. 


The three—Murphy Morobe, acting publicity secretary 
of the effectively banned United Democratic Front, 
Mohammed Valli Moosa, UDF acting general secretary, 
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and Vusi Khanyile, chairman of the effectively banned 
National Education Crisis Committee—issued a state- 
ment through Mr Naidoo this afternoon saying they had 
cought refuge in the consulate “because we failed to see 
any justification for our continued detention”. Mr 
Chikane told reporters at the press conference he, Mr 
Naidoo and other had consulted the three today, and the 
Statement had been drawn up after the talks. 


“All three of us had been detained prior to this present 
spell of detention.” 


Their action in seeking refuge was a “plea to all South 
Africans and the international community not to allow 
the plight of detainees to be forgotten”. 


The statement also demanded that the three be given the 
“right to walk out of this consulate free of any restric- 
tions, or the threat of re-detention”’. 


The three said they would also like their action to be seen 
as “highlighting not only our own plight, but also that of 
hundreds of other detainees whose situation is equally 
hopeless. 


“Some of these detainees are in detention for as long as 
27 months. Amongst them are schoolboys and girls, 
breadwinners and responsible members of our commu- 
nity who have committed no crime”’. 


The statement also called South Africa’s courts “inef- 
fective”. 


“We have tried to bring our plight before the courts of 
the land, but these courts, from which we expected some 
justice, proved ineffective—the justness and the moral- 
ity of our arrest and detention is, by the supreme courts’ 
own admission, beyond its jurisdiction. This had left us 
at the mercy of the unfettered discretionary powers of 
the security police.” 


Various representations had also been made to the 
minister of law and order for their release. “Even these 
received no sympathy.” 


“As patriotic South Africans, who have always been 
committed to the restoration of peace and justice in our 
country, we have now resorted to the only dignified 
response to our continued incarceration.” 


The three also believed the state of emergency was 
“aimed at smashing democratic mass based organisa- 
tions, and detention is simply an internment of its 
leadership. 


“We therefore demand that the state of emergency be 
lifted and that all detainees be unconditionally released. 


The three reaffirmed their be ief “in the creation of a 
non-racial and democratic Sow 1 Africa and the establish- 
ment of a government based or the will of the people”. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Speakers at this afternoon’s news conference said the 
three hac! not revealed how they fled from the hospital to 
the city centre high mse building housing the consulate. 


Pressed for details, Mr Chikane said “we cannot inter- 
rogate them (the escapees)”. 


Dr Naude said the men appeared to be in as good a 
condition as anyone who had spent the amount of time 
in detention they had. 


The men are presently being housed in an “office sized 
room” with beds, a TV set and VCR. Washing and toilet 
facilities were “adequate” and Mr Chikane pointed out 
the men were in an office, not living quarters. 


Asked about local news reports saying the Americans 
had been “embarrassed” by the incident, speakers at the 
news conference said U.S. officials had not expressed 
any embarrassment 


According to the men’s statement this afternoon. Mr 
Morobe was detained initially under emergency regula- 
tions in January 1986 and released without charge 
“when that partial emergency was lifted in March of the 
same year”. Mr Morobe was again detained on July 22 
last year and had been in detention under the state of 


emergency since then. 


Mr Valli was first detained under the emergency regula- 
tions on January |2 last year and released on April 12 
without any charges pressed against him. He was 
detained again on July 22 under the emergency regula- 
tions, and had been in detention since then to yesterday. 


Mr Khanyile had been detained four times since the 
declaration of the state of emergency in July 1985. His 
first detention under the emergency regulations was after 
its declaration on July 20, according to the statement. He 
was released after two weeks in detention and re-de- 
tained from June 12 to August 12 1986, and again 
re-detained on December |2 1986 and had remained tn 
detention without trial since then. 


Pik Botha on Situation, Papal Visit 
MB1409162688 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It has been a busy and, at times, embarrassing week 
for South Africa’s Foreign Minister Pik Botha. Yesterday, 
he returned home from a summit meeting in Mozambique 
to confront a diplomatic crisis. It was caused by three 
escaped political detainees who had taken refuge in the 
American Consulate in Johannesburg. 


Then, of course, today the pope was forced to land in 
Johannesburg, and Mr Botha had to go to the airport to 
meet him. The pope has since left by road for Lesotho. 
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On the line, Julian Marshall asked Mr Botha whether he 
found it strange that the pope, having refused to visit 
South Africa, had landed up there in the end. 


{Begin recording] [Botha] As Christians, we believe that 
nothing happens without the will of God, and my task 
was to make arrangements for the holy father; to see to it 
that all the facilities, comfort, and courtesies are 
extended to him; to show to him hospitality. That's it. 
For the rest, | accept that this was destined to happen, 
which (?says) to me that human beings sometimes plan, 
but eventually God decides. 


{Marshall] Mr Botha, this must have provided a very 
welcome distraction for you, at the time, from the other 
rather pressing problem on your hand, which was the 
question of the three escaped detainees in the American 
Consulate in Johannesburg. 


[Botha] Yes, we have the...[changes thought] as I said, we 
have the Lesotho incident, where our security forces are 
now assisting the Lesotho Government to endeavor to find 
a solution to this problem without bloodshed. And, as far 
as this matter of the UDF activists who took refuge in the 
American Consulate General is concerned, after I con- 
sulted with my colleague, the minister of law and order, | 
am of the opinion that...[changes thought] and I informed 
the American Ambassador that as far as the South Afncan 
Government was concerned, the reasons advanced by the 
three for their action were simply not credible at all 
because consideration had alread’ been given to their 
specific cases. They were not in any danger of being 
arrested should they leave the consulate general, so that 
neither the factual nor the legal aspects of this case were in 
fact compatible with the declared American policy in 
situations of this nature and, as far as we are concerned, 
they are honorary guests of the American Government. 


[Marshall] Can I ask you, Mr... 


{Botha, interrupting] There is very simply no need for us 
to intervene because their cases were, had been consid- 
ered at the time, and there was no reason for them to take 
refuge anywhere, least of all in a foreign consulate 
general. They are not in danger of being arrested. 


[Marshall] Did they know that? Did they know that when 
they were receiving physiotherapy in the Johannesburg 
General Hospital? 


[Botha] I cannot reply to that. I cannot reply to that. 
You'd better ask the legal advisers of the people con- 
cerned. They might be able to inform you that they were 
working on their case, and they might have been aware of 
the possibility, yes, but I cannot give you a definite 
answer on this. I'm giving you now the situation as it 
exists today, namely at the time that they took refuge 
they were not in danger of being arrested. So, I do not 
understand the fuss. 
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{Marshall} Can I ask you finally, very briefly, minister, 
can you give a personal assurance to these three men that 
they will not be redetained? This ts not a ploy? 


[Botha] Of course it is not a ploy. How can I state publicly 
or tell the American Ambassador that they are not in 
danger of being arrested and then [word indistinct] a ploy? 
This is not our style. It has never been our style. But | 
cannot give you any assurance, just as you Cannot give me 
an assurance that you might not be caught for a traffic 
offense tomorrow morning. [end recording] 


Detainees Question Vlok Statement 
MB1509113888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
110i GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 15 SAPA—Three emergency 
detainees who sought refuge in the U.S. Consulate here 
today questioned Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok’s statement that they were free to leave the consu- 
late. They said it was clear the minister intended placing 
them under severe restrictions. 


“We consider bannings and house-arrest as just another 
form of detention,” a statement by the three—Murphy 
Morobe, Mohammed Valli and Vusi Khanyile—said. 
The statement was released to SAPA by Krish Naidoo, 
their lawyer. 


“The minister ... has announced that we are ‘free’ to 
leave consulate. He has also said that in spite of our 
‘escape’ we would not be re-detained.... The crucial ques- 
tion 1s, what kind of freedom does the minister envisage 
for us? Is it the freedom he has imposed on Alertina 
Sisulu and Raymond Suttner, or 1s it the freedom which 
he himself or any other Nationalist Party member 
enjoys?” 


Quoting a spokesman for Mr Vlok, the statement noted 
it had been reported their release was in any case 
imminent. 


“If that was the case, then the release of many of our 
colleagues who are still in detention should also be immi- 
nent. We will be convinced of the minister's good faith if 
indeed these people are released in the immediate future. 
Surely, it would be an improbable coincidence if the 
minister was on the verge of releasing only the three of us.” 


The three, who have been in the consulate since Tues- 
day, gave no firm indication in the statement when and 
if they would leave. They said the point also needed to be 
made that “we have suffered a long and bitter experience 
at the hands of the very minister who now offers us our 
freedom via the press”. 


They said while the state of emergency continued, 
“arbitary unchallengable powers of detention will con- 
tinue. This represents an ongoing threat to our freedom 
and that of all others who are opposed to the policy of 
apartheid.” 
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They said the issues raised in the statement were being 
communicated to South African authorities “through the 
medium of the United States Embassy”. 


Correction to Pik Botha on Consulate Detainees 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“Pik Botha Assures No Arrest,” published in the 14 
September Sub-Saharan Afmca DAILY REPORT, page 
7, column 2. 


Johannesburg SAPA in English at 1453 GMT on 14 
September transmits a “correction and substitution” to 
“include amended passage received by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs” and to make it “clear that Mr Botha 
had informed the American ambassador”. SAPA “cor- 
rection and substitution” is as follows: 


Paragraph three make read: Mr Botha said he consulted 
with the minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, 
after the three men sought refuge in the American 
consulate, and that he had informed the American 
ambassador that as far as the South African Government 
was concerned, the reasons advanced by the three for 
their action were not credible. 


Commentary on U.S. Senate Sanctions Bill 
MB1509055488 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Face-saving retreats among sanctions and disin- 
vestment campaigns are evidently the order of the day. 
The foreign relations committee of the American Senate 
yesterday passed a bill, which according to a flood of 
leaked reports, has been purposely left so extreme as to 
ensure that it would be prevented from becoming law, 
and in South Afnca another trade union has retreated 
from its support for disinvestment with the illogical 
claim that it will instead support sanctions. 


The bill that has received the biessing of the Senate 
committee is so stringent that even sympathetic commen- 
tators are deriding it. It would require the United States to 
take punitive action against its most important diplomatic 
and trade partn-rs for not imposing similar restrictions 
against South Africa. The disinvestment measures are so 
sweeping that it has been said they would make anyone 
with money in a bank account in South Africa liable to 
arrest if they set foot in the United States. 


The very extravagance of the measures are cited as 
evidence that the senators, who made no attempt in 
debate to change the unworkable clauses, do not intend 
them to become law. It has also been xnown for some 
time that many American legislators have been having 
second thoughts about the existing sanctions, let alone 
harsher restrictions, so have many of their original 
advisors. 
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When some years ago American campaigners began 
applying pressure On companies to disinvest from South 
Africa they relied heavily on the aigument that certain 
large trade unions were in favor of the tactic. The harm 
that was predicted at the time has since materialized. 
Jobs have been lost, social programs abandoned, and 
more austere working conditions imposed to cope with a 
tougher economic climate. 


Not surprisingly, trade union attitude has also been chang- 
ing. Politically motivated union leaders, who urged disin- 
vestment, have been having to account to their members 
for the consequences. This week the Chemical Workers 
Industrial Union officially abandoned a policy of support 
for disinvestment. It claimed that sanctions were more 
appropriate, while noting that the withdrawal of three 
multinational! companies had hurt workers badly, as more 
knowledgeable authorities have been warning all along. 
The tragedy is that not only had damage already been 
done, but a change of heart by unions and moderate 
politicians will not by itseif prevent further damage. In the 
climate the campaigners created, their actions have 
acquired a momentum of their own. Hence their own need 
for face-saving ways of retreating. 


Meanwhile, those who are affected have to do something 
about the threat. The Chemical Workers Industral 
Union has resorted to attempts to compel another 39 
companies in the industry to pledge that in the event of 
disinvestment their workers would not be detrimentally 
affected. Naturally, no company is prepared to give such 
an undertaking. Where the sanctions and disinvestment 
lobby has had an effect on the South African situation, 
its influence has been thoroughly malignant. Undoing 
the damage would require more from legislators than a 
finessing of their own laws and more from trade unions 
than patchwork schemes. 


Further on Pope's Unscheduled Stopover, Trip 


Pope Sends Message Enroute 
MB1409093888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0937 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 14. SAPA—The pope sent a 
message to the state president and the people of South 
Africa while flying over South African air space today, 
shortly before his plane was forced to land at Jan Smuts 
Airport instead of at Maseru due to bad weather. 


A spokeman for civil aviation in Pretoria today said the 
pope’s plane, which left Gaborone this morning, had 
been diverted to Jan Smuts. 


The message read: “His Excellency Pieter W. Botha, 
state president of the Republic of South Africa in Preto- 
ria: While flying over South African territory, | extend 
respectful greetings to your excellency and offer assur- 
ance of my prayers for peace and well being to all the 
people of your country.” 
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The message was signed loannes Paulus II. 


Plane Has Faulty Engine 
MB1409164288 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] The Air Zimbabwe aircraft in which the pope was 
traveling from Botswana to Lesotho was unable to land 
at Maseru airport because of bad weather and was 
diverted to Jan Smuts Airport. The pope was met at the 
airport by the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha. 
and they had lunch together. Mr Botha dashed to the 
airport after it was announced that the papal aircraft was 
heading there. 


Technicians at Jan Smuts Airport have discovered that 
the papal Air Zimbabwe Boeing has a faulty engine and 
defective navigational equipment. 


SADF: Mugabe is Terrorism’s ‘Foster Father’ 
MB1009052288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0404 GMT 10 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 10 SAPA—Zimbabwe's President 
Robert Mugabe was becoming “more and more the foster 
father of terrorism in southern Africa,” the SADF’s chief 
director of planning, Gen M.C. Botha, said today. 


Speaking at a military parade in Wonderboom Military 
Base in Pretoria, Gen Botha described Mr Mugabe as a 
“trained terrorist,” and said a new threat against South 
Africa was building up in Zimbabwe. 


Mr Mugabe had given permission for the Pan-African 
Congress to move its headquarters to Harare and was 
rendering financial assitance to the ANC, the PAC. 
SWAPO and the Palestine Liberation movement. 


Terror deeds in South Africa with a Zimbabwean con- 
nection had increased over the past year by 52 per cent. 


With regards to conscription Gen Botha said national 
service training “cannot be scaled down and will not be 
scaled down.” The negotiation process for the indepen- 
dence of SWA/Namibia and peace in the region had led 
the End Conscription Campaign to step up its activities 
in its aim for the ending of national service. However. 
South Africa still had its own borders to protect. 


P.W. Botha Unity Call Troubles ‘New Nats’ 
MB1209105188 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 11 Sep 88 p 2 


[By Dries van Heerden and Lester Venter] 


[Text] President P.W. Botha’s gamble to re-unite Afrika- 
ners may have backfire in the run-up to October's crucial 
municipal elections. 
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The Conservative Party immediately rebuffed the “hand 
of goodwill” he extended at the NP’s Free State congress, 
and the move ts sure to aggravate the growing feelings of 
uneasiness in the party's left wing. 


NP colleagues this week rallied around Mr Botha in an 
effort to minimise the damage resulting from the Bloem- 
fontein speech and the CP reaction. 


The view in the National Party is that Mr Botha 
expressed a worthy sentiment and clearly meant it to 
apply to social, religious and cultural affairs. 


There has never been any suggestion of a political deal 
with the CP. nor any suggestion of compromising the 
NP’s basic policy of reform. 


And it 1s CP leader Dr Andres Treurnicht, they say, who 
has tainted the issue with the political tar brush, and is 
the real “jukskeibreker™ [troublemaker] standing in the 
way of Afmkaner cultural unity. 


But Mr Botha’s remarks have also disturbed the small 
group of liberal “New Nats [NP] in the party, who have 
kept a very low profile since the defection of Mr Wynand 
Malan from the NP last yecr. 


They are already very uncomfortable with the govern- 
ment's actions around the new Group Areas Bills and the 
rumpus caused by the efforts to push it through Parlia- 
ment. 


Now many of them are also worried at the image of Mr 
Botha’s deep concern with the breakway of mghtwing 
Afrikaners. 


This may have further shaken national confidence in the 
President's resolve to lead meaningful reform. 


All those close to the President confirm that he has been 
deeply troubled by the role his style of government and 
policies have played in splitting Afrikaners in all spheres. 


He does not want to be judged by the history of Afnka- 
nerdom as the man responsible for the split, they say. 


Yet, in this very respect, Mr Botha’s move has revealed 
a generation gap between himself and the large corps of 
younger member of the NP caucus. 


While the Afrikaners play a vital role in the country, 
their unity 1s no longer the priority of the NP, its younger 
MP's say. 


They concede the CP has taken over that function. 


One MP said it would be regarded as “ludicrous” by the 
right wing that the man they regard as responsible for the 
split should call for reconciliation without offering a 
basis for it. 
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Another MP said those Afmkaners, who were pained 
most by the division and would respond positively to Mr 
Botha, would already be in the NP camp. 


Mr Wynand Malan, who himself had an emotional break 
from the NP last year when he left to form the National 
Democratic Movement, said: “Few people realise how 
painful it is for Mr Botha to go down in history as the 
man who split the Afrikaners. 


“What he does not understand 1s that Afmkaner history 
will honour him for his part in making it possible for us 
to regain our self-respect among other South Africans.” 


Mr Malan said Mr Botha would lose support to his left. 
rather than gain from his mght. 


Mr Peter Soal, a Progressive Federal Party MP, said Mr 
Botha’s call was a blow to non-Nationalists who voted 
for the government in last year’s election. 


“They will no longer be beguiled by Nat talk of reform.” 


He said it was significant that Mr Pik Botha, regarded as 
an ardent reformist, supported the President's appeal. 


A CP MP. Prof Fanie Jacobs, said: “Mr Botha tried to 
present himself as the person most concerned about 
Afrikaner unity, when it is he who must carry the greatest 
responsibility for the split. 


“He tried to give the NP a boost for the coming elections. 
In reality, they fear the results.” 


P.W. Botha Rejects Price, Wage Controls 
MB0900201200 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1858 GMT 9 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 9 SAPA—The state president. Mr 
P.W. Botha, said tonight although the rate of inflation. 
measured over |2-months periods dropped from 20.9 per 
cent in January 1986, to 12.4 per cent in July 1988, the 
government remained concerned about the inflation prob- 
lem. 


In a statement released in Pretoria on the government's 
reaction to the Economic Advisory Council's proposed 
plan of action for combatting inflation, Mr Botha said 
the level of the inflation rate in South Africa remained 
too high, “especially when compared to that of our major 
trading partners.” Mr Botha said 1t was decided to accept 
in principle the proposals made by the council. 


“The council's proposals have already been considered 
in the formulation of the economic policy,” Mr Botha 
said. This was evidenced by the following: 


—The recent measures taken to limit the expansion in 
domestic expenditure and to alleviate pressure on the 
balance of payments and the country’s reserves. 
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—The fact that not only monetary measures were relied 
upon. 


—The reduction in the public sector's share in the 
economy during the past few years. 


—The emphasis being placed on increasing productivity, 
inter alia by means of promoting a more efficient utili- 
sation of the available production capacity. 


—The steps be:ng taken to promote privatisation and 
deregulation and the progress made in this regard. 


—The progress already made with furthering effective 
competition, and improving the position of the con- 
sumer in the process of price determination. 


—The increased importance atiached to economic fac- 
tors in determining state-administered prices and the 
greater disciple being maintained. 


Regarding the government's concern over the inflation 
problem, Mr Botha said “the purposeful implementation 
of the proposals of the advisory council will thus be 
continued.” 


Measures currently under consideration included the 
following: 


—A revision of the government's long-term fiscal plan 
with a view to “drastically contain the growth in budget 
expenditure, a decrease in the budget deficit before 
borrowing and a decrease in the tax burden as soon as the 
government's objectives with regard to the deficit before 
borrowing have been achieved.” 


—The application of cos: benefit and other techniques of 
analysis in the public sector. 


“A cost benefit manual for use by the public sector has 
been completed recently.” Mr Botha said. It had been 
decided that the implementation of the plan of action 
should be co-ordinated and monitored by the Central 
Advisory Service. The government also expected the 
Economic Advisory Council to advise | from time to 
time on the effective implementation of the plan of 
action, as well as possible adjustments. Mr Botha said 
the government agreed with the council that “inflation 1s 
a complex and deep-seated problem for which there are 
no instant solutions, particularly not in a country such as 
South Africa with its open economy, relatively small 
domestic market, large Third World sector, extensive 
socio-economic problems, substantial unrest potential 
linked to large-scale unemployment and inflation which 
1s Obviously already institutionalised to a great extent.” 


In combatting inflation, Mr Botha said the government. 
like the Economic Advisory Council, was strongly 
opposed to direct wage and price control and it was 
agreed that this did not offer a solution to the inflation 
problem in South Africa. 
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“Besides the disadvantages mentioned in the council's 
report, the administrative burden placed on the state by 
a general system of direct control measures, 1s equally 
unacceptable to the government.” 


South Africa, in its current stage of economic, social and 
constitutional development could not afford large-scale 
unemployment. 


Regarding the action plan itself, Mr Botha said the 
measures in the advisory council's report were divided 
into the following categories: 


—The maintenance of monetary and fiscal discipline 
with a view to maintaining equilibrium between the 
demand and supply of goods and service and to avoid 
conditions of surplus demand, “which according to the 
council forms the corner-stone of the anti-inflationary 
policy strategy.” 


—Measures to promote competition and improve the 
effectiveness of the price mechanism. 


—Further measures to counter cost-push inflation as 
such. 


—Measures regarding the implementation of the strategy. 


Physician Says Mandela Symptoms ‘Unusual’ 
MB1309161188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1313 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] Cape Town September | 3 SAPA—The TB symp- 
toms found in the jailed ANC leader, Mr Nelson Man- 
dela, were unusual for his age and indicated an infection 
received from a severe TB case in prison, the former 
Cape Town medical officer of health, Dr Reg Coogan. 
said today. 


He told the Cape Town Press Club that the infection 
symptoms found in Mr Mandela was an acute concen- 
tration of fluids in one of his lungs. 


“This infusion is unusual for a man of his age and would 
have been more in keeping with a youngez man,” he said. 
“It seems to have come from a very infectious source 
inside the prison or else one would have thought it a 
flaring-up of an old infection,” he said. 


Dr Coogan said that the incidence of TB had grown 
alarmingly in Cape Town in recent years due to the 
influx of unemployable country labourers to the cities. 


Simultaneously, there had been a reduction of TB treat- 
ment beds from 1,000 to 300, while the Ministry of 
Health had dragged its feet in meeting promises to 
increase the number of beds. 
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CP Challenges NP To Charge Tutu on Boycott 
MB1 209104588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1039 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 12, SAPA—The Conservative 
Party challenged the government today to charge Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu on his call for a boycott of the 
October 26 municipal elections. 


Pointing out the government had declared it a crime to 
propagate a boycott of the elections, CP Justice Spokes- 
man C.D. de Jager asked why the archbishop had not yet 
been charged. 


Mr de Jager asked in a statement if Archbishop Tutu had 
been elevated above the National Party’s own laws, or if 
the law was selectively applied. 


“The CP challenges the government to charge Bishop Tutu 
or to admit they are again yielding under pressure ...” 


Mbeki Suit Challenges State of Emergency 
MB1409064088 Johanneshure SAPA in English 
2214 GMT 13 Sep 88 


{Text’? Grahamstown, Sept 13, SAPA—An application 
by former Robben Island prisoner Mr Govan Mbeki to 
have the state of emergency declared invalid was post- 
poned in chambers in the Grahamstown Supreme Court 
today. The application will be argued before a full bench 
on Friday. 


In papers filed with the registrar of the court, Mr Mbeki 
has challenged: The actual declaration of the state of 
emergency in proclamatior. R96 of June 10, 1988. Reg- 
ulation 8 of the Emergency Security Regulations, and the 
order issued by the minister of law and order in terms of 
Regulation 8, confining Mr Mbeki to the magistenal 
district of Port Elizabeth. 


Mr Mbeki was served with a restriction order in terms of 
the 1987 emergency regulations on December 10 last 
year, shortly after his release from Robben Island, where 
he spent 23 years as a prisoner. He lodged the present 
application before the state of emergency was re-im- 
posed on June |! this year. 


Lawyers acting for Mr Mbeki indicated that the post- 
ponement was sought in view of a judgment handed 
down by the appellate division in Bloemfontein today, 
which would have a bearing on the present application. 


NIC Application Challenges UDF Banning 
MB1409165 788 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] An application challenging the effective banning 
of the United Democratic Front has begun in the Dur- 
ban Supreme Court. The application, brought by the 
Natal Indian Congress, also chailenges other important 
emergency provisions. Carmel! Rickard reports. 
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The Natal Indian Congress [NIC] has asked that the 
order effectively banning the United Democratic Front 
be declared unlawful and that prohibitions on publishing 
calls for a boycott of next month's municipal elections 
also be set aside. Today's argument was affected by the 
appeal court judgment handed down yesterday. which 
ruled that even if a regulation is vague, the court cannot 
intervene to set it aside. The NIC was to have argued that 
the regulations were invaiid because they were so vague 
that no precise meaning could be put on them, bui the 
new judgment stopped this line of argument being used. 


However, advocate Ismail Mohammed attacked the reg- 
ulations on other grounds and considered his argument 
all day. 


Argument by the state will begin tomorrow. 


SAPA: ANC, SACP To Disrupt Elections 
MB1409103888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1022 GM1 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 14, SAPA—South Afinca’s top not 
policeman said today police were expecting an increase 
in terror attacks to disrupt next month's local elections. 


Lt Gen AJ. “Bert” Wandrag, chief deputy commissioner, 
not control, said in a statement issued by the SAP's Public 
Relations Division police had over a penod of time 
“obtained comprehensive information” that the 
“ANC/SACP alliance” planned to “increase their doomed 
terror attacks on defenceless people in South Afnnca. 


“The alliance’s primary aim in this regard is to try to 
disrupt the forthcoming municipal elections.” 


Gen Wandrag said the National Executive Committee of 
the ANC issued a statement on August |7 “in which they 
again admitted that terrorisys of Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] were respon- 
sible for attacks on civilian targets and which led to the 
deaths of defenceless people. 


“The South Afncan Police will not tolerate the coatinu- 
ation of such murderous assaults, which are aimed at 
South Africans of all races. In order to combat this evil, 
the South Afncan Police have already taken certain steps 
and further actions are being planned. 


“Although some of these actions, such as continued 
roadblocks, may inconvenience the public, they are 
deemed to be essential and in the interests of all South 
Africans. 


“The public is therefore requested to accept these mea- 
sures in this spirit. 


“Only when there is a meaningful partnership between 
the SA Police and the public, can the curse of terror be 
eradicated,” the statement said. 
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Detention ‘Crackdown’ Linked To Oct Elections 
MB1009132688 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 8-15 Sep 88 p 1 


[Text] A spate of detentions in the past week have 
sparked off fears of a renewed cracksdown on anti- 
apartheid activists. 


The detentions are believed to be linked to the govern- 
ment’s attempi at silencing all opposition to the October 
elections. 


Last Friday eleven activists of the restricted South Afn- 
can Youth Congress (SAYCO) were detained at Glynn 
Thomas House in Soweto. 


A few days earlier three SAYCO members, Norman 
Mashabane, Peter Skosana and another youth only 
known as Themba, were arrested in central Johannes- 
burg after their cars was stopped by men believed to be 


police. 


Among the i! arrested at Glynn Thomas include 
SAYCO national secretary, Rapu Molekane and public- 
ity secretary Simon Ntombela. 


Oruers believed to have been held in the afternoon raid 
are Patrick Flask, Joseph Nkuna, Logort Wort Philip 
Pike, Paul Strober, Bernard Koelman and Sipho Kroma. 


According to lawyers acting for SAYCO, police have 
confirmed the detentions but could not say under what 
act they are being held. 


Last week's detentions come as a heavy blow to SAYCO. 
All their top officials are now in detention. 


Early yesterday morning twelve activists were detained 
im and around Pretoria. 


Those detained in Pretoria are Oupa Masuku, Mike 
Seloane, Bheki Nkosi, Reeves Mabitse, Arthur Mkhwa- 
nazi, Mike Ncube, Post Molepo, Tiny Molepo, Benjamin 
Ntuli, Oupa Molokoane, Khorombi Dan and Shando- 
kano Daughter. Lawyers confirmed that police had 
informed them about the detentions, although they 
couldn't say under what act they are being held. 


They were allegedly picked up from their homes in early 
morning raids in Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and 
Soshanguve. 


Seloane and Nkosi are members of the Community 
Research and Information Services (CRIC). 


This 1s Nkosi's second spell in detention in three months. 
He was detained with CRIC staffer and general secretary 


of the Mamelodi Civic Association Stanza Bopape on 
June 9. 
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Bopape’s family and employers were informed three 
weeks later that he had escaped from police custody on 
Jun 12. Bopape has not been seen or heard of since then 


Nkosi was released on June |3 after being held under 
Section 29 of the Internal Secunty Act for the purposes 
of interrogation. 


Seleoane was detained for three months earier this year 
and after his release was placed under harsh restrictions. 
The restnctions prevented him from leaving the Pretoria 
area without the permission of the police or participating 
in a wide range of political activity. 


Although activists have been expecting a crackdown on 
anti-election activity, they did not expect police to move 
in more than a month before the elections. 


The government is desperate to make the elections work 
as they will act as a showpiece to the international! world 
about the success of “peaceful change”. 


So desperate is the government that it is an offence to 
call for a boycott of the elections. 


Early this week South Afncan Council of Churches 
general secretary Frank Chikane told newsmen that the 
government wished to be free to tell the lie that the 
elections were “the most democratic ever.” 


Chikane said the clerics were questioning the basis of the 
elections. 


And yesterday police moved in on evidence of a sermon 
by Anglican Archbishop, Desmond Tutu, in which he 
made a call to all Anglicans which is alleged by the state 
to be in contravention of the regulation prohibiting the 
call for the boycotting of local authority elections. 


3 Explosions Caase Slight Damage, No Casualties 
MB1009061288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0608 GMT 10 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria Sept !0 SAPA—Three explosions 
occurred in Lenasia near Johannesburg carly this morn- 
ing Causing slight damage but no casualties, an SA Police 
liaison spokesman said in Pretona today. 


He said the first explosion caused by an unknown device 
was at a bus service station at 4:10 arn. There was little 
damage and nobody was injured. 
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The second explosion occurred at 4:30 am outside the 
house of delegates’ quarters occupied by Mr R. I. Abra- 
hamse. Litthe damage was caused and no iajunes were 
reported. 


The third explosion, also by an unknown device, was al 
6:10 am in a peri-urban area building in which there 1s a 
house of delegates office. There was slight damage to the 
building but nobody was injured 


Bomb Damages Soweto Barracks Building 11 Sep 
MB1209081888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0818 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept | 2, SAPA—A bomb exploded 
outside the boundanes of the Moroka Barracks in 
Soweto early on Sunday morning, slightly damaging the 
building, Captain R. Blooniberg, SAP liaison officer 
confirmed today. 


No injuries were reported. The windows of two houses in 
the area were shattered, Captain Bloomberg said. 


The bomb went off at 2:50ain on Sunday. 


Police Report 1 Death in 14 Sep Unrest 
MB14090S4588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
OS35 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 14, SAPA—Following 1s the SA 
police unrest report. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Imbal: (Pietermaritzburg) a black woman sustained 
slight burns to her foot after a petrol-bomb was hurled at 
a house. The dwelling was not seriously damaged. 


“At Clermont (Pinetown) a number of buses were dam- 
aged in several stone-throwing incidents. 


“At Sebokeng (Vaal Triangle) a group of black scholars 
plundered a private house causing extensive damage. 


“At Mpumalanga ‘Hammarsdale) « group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling. They threw stones and fired 
two shots at the house. Two black women were imyjured 
and the house was extensively damaged. 


“At Mnyandu (Edendale) a black man was attacked and 
stabbed to death.” 
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Angola 


FAPLA Kills 365 ‘Bandits 7-13 Sep 
MB1509075588 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] FAPLA iczces are resolutely continuing their right 
agaist UNITA armed gangs in several parts of the 
country where the enemy's criminal and bandit actions 
take place. A communique issued by the FAPLA chief of 
staff in Luanda last night says that between 7 and 13 
September, FAPLA killed 365 bandits, captured 12, and 
freed 18! civilians from enemy clutches. A totai of 15 
civilians surrendered to our authorities. 


During the same penod, our forces captured 254 auto- 
matic weapons, 5 grenade launckers, 2 81-mm mortars, 5 
RPK machine guns, | transceiver, hundreds of hand 
grenades and mort. shells, thousands of rounds of 
ammunition, as we.» other military equipment, docu- 
ments, and 280 bh.» of cattle the bandits had stolen 
from the resident: 


vat FAPLA forces occupied the 
umbe, Cangonga, and (Salemo) 


The communiqu. . 
areas of Cangum 


along the Bengue oc in Moxico Province, Sautar in 
Malanjye Province _vanda and Muahango in Bie 
Province 


UNITA Reper's 1” \iP LA Troops Killed 


MBISOCO64455 | ve) KUP in English to 
Southern an. . 0615 GMT 15 Sep 88 
[Text] Jamb. | capstal of liberated Angola, |‘ 
Sep (KUP} » MPLA soldiers have been 
killed and th: “son prisoner by UNITA forces 
in fighting 1: and Huambo provinces. 

A UNITA arn viet of staff communique said 
forty-eight AS nree RP-46, one pistol, 102 
RPG-7 shell. “PS machine guns and 39 AK-47 
ammunition 60\.s «cre among the scized weaponry. 
UNITA forces mounted an ambush along Pove-Toto- 
wola road in Cab Ja killing fifteen MPLA troops on 


September 10. The same day UNITA forces attacked a 
FAPLA barracks near Kamakupa in Bie Province killing 
seven of them. 


On September 11, UNITA forces stormed Bela Vista 
town north-east of Huambo City along the defunct 
Benguela railway. Twenty-five MPLA soldiers were shot 
dead in this attack and destruction ranged from a mobile 
vehicle brdge—*TMM—to local government buildings. 
electrical and railway stations. 


During the two-day clashes UNITA casualties were 
reported as {ive killed and twelve injured. 
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Lesotho 


Further Reportage on Hijacked Bus in Maseru 


Hijackers Demand To Meet Pope 
MB1409154288 Umitata Capital Radio in Frelish 
1500 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] The pope is expected in Lesotho lates today. As 
(Dave Mason) reports from Maseru, his tour wili «fficial 
kick off upon his arrival. 


Pope John Paul II will eventually kick off his Lesotho 
visit with a mass tonight. The poatiff’s tour has been 
wracked by controversy and ill luck. His plane flew over 
Maseru airport early this morning, but thick swirling 
clouds and a rainstorm put paid to his landing. He was 
forced to divert to Johannesburg. 


Waiting in Maseru are four gunmen who have hyacked a 
bus full of pilgrims, nuns, and teachers. The AK-47- 
toting, hand grenade-carrying Lesotho Liberation Army 
men came to force a meeting with the pope. Their 
demand, so far, has been refused. 


Few people have travelled to Maseru. Rain has soaked 
the racecourse where he was set to deliver the beatifica- 
tion ceremony of long-dead missionary Joseph Gerrard. 
Tonight, he celebrates mass at Roma, a Catholic mission 
where Gerrard is burned. 


RSA Troop Presence Denied 
MB1409164788 London BBC World Service in English 
1518S GMT 14 Sep 88 


[From the “Focus on Afnca™ program] 


[Text] The people of Lesotho and the millions of pil- 
grims waiting for the arrival of Pope John Paul in 
Maseru have been left facing a cruel combinatiwn of 
circumstances. Officially, terrential rain forced the 
pope's plane to make an unscheduled stop at Johannes- 


burg airport. 


South Africa had been deliberately left off the pope's 
itinerary, but the Maseru government ts also dealing 
with the hiyacking of a bus carrying scores of expectant 
Catholics. They are being held at gunpoint outside the 
British High Commision, which has refused the hyackers 
permission to enter. They are rumoured to be members 
of the opposition Lesotho Liberation Army, LLA. 


On the line, Robin White asked the Lesotho minister of 
information, Vincent Malebo, what the latest situation 
was. 


[Begin recording] [Malebo] Well, the latest situation ts 
that one man was able to get out of the bus, and we 
understand that they want to meet the British high 
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commussioner and they wanted to (*meet) a Catholic 
pnest. The bus contains 8 nuns, 10 men, | 7 women, and 6 
schoolchildren. 


[White] Why do they wzat to see the British high 
Cc. mmussioner? 


[Malebo] We don't know We don't know. 

[White] Why do they want to see a Catholic priest” 
[Malebo] We also don’t know. 

[White] Do you know... 


[Malebo, interrupting] We also don't kno 0oks uke we 


will...[changes thought] we have as yet to ' oa more 
from them, if there is really anything that tlk, want. 


[White] Now, who are they? 


[Malebo] We are also not sure who they are. We just keep 
guessing, and, at this moment, | don’t think it is time to 
guess yet. 


[White] I think Radio Lesotho has said that they are 
members of the opposition LLA” 


[Malebo]} Well, I don’t think this has peen proved con- 
clusively. It maybe, but I think it 1s too early to conclu- 
sively say they are. 


[White] Wouldn't it be 2 bit surprising if it was the 
Lesotho Liberation Army involved in that there has been 
a reconciliation, at least betw ta yourselves and the LLA 
leader, (Ntsumah Nketling;’ 


[Malebo] Well, we would be very disappointed if, after 
an amnesty had been extended, amnesty without strings. 
amnesty which allowed people just to come in [words 
indistinct] and (?start) all over again and develop this 
country’s peace, if there will be any of them who don't 
love that, then we'll be very disappointed. 


[White] Now, as I understand it, the Lesotho Goverr- 
ment has invited in South African troops so that they can 
deal with it. Is that nght? 

[Malebo] No, Lesotho is dealing with it itself. 


[White] The security authorities in South Afinca have * id 
specifically that they have sent an SAS-style unit inte. 


[Malebo] Well, i haven't heard that. 
[White] And you wouldn't welcome them? 
[Malebo] (’Maybe). Lesotho and South Africa are neigh- 


bors. We have done a lot of things together, when it come 
to those maiters in which there is mutual interest, but in 
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this particular case ut doesn”! boos 
call anybody. We will. [chanecs 0 
handle the situation ourse \ cs 


L's Necessary to 
i think we wall 


[White] Do you think thai (>is 
now, do you think wi has 
councide with the popes v . 


1as happened 
srately med to 


iumed for this 

ow, the pope's 

* months now, 

wanted to take 
use confusion 


[Malebo]} Well it looks like | 
particular penod. As you!’ , 
visit has been on our cards | 
and it may have been thai « 
advantage of it just to. you - 


[White] An embarrassment” 
[Malebo] Well. poss:bly 


< was diverted to 
hyacking, or did 


[White] Could I ask you if | 
Johannesburg partly because 
you 


hes was purely on 
to receive the holy 


[Malebo, interruping} No. no. 
account of weather. We were we 
father at the internationa! au and the aircraft 
arrived, it circled, and it could nu’ 1. .d. The weather was 
bad, and there was no way of .2nding, so they chose to 
land at Jan Smuts 


[White] Doesn't it look, minister, as though your big, big 
day has turned into a big disaster’ 


[Malebo] Well, it .. [changes thought) one thing I can tell 
you 1S that there 1s a lot of rain. According to our 
tradii-on, rain 1s plenty. Rain spells a good year for us, 
and so, although it has in a way dc layed the arrival of the 
holy father, we also have this belict that rain with us isa 
good thing. I: spells a good year. It spells plenty. We 
would have liked the holy father to have been with us, 
celebrating with us, but we will pick up the program as 
soon as he arnves. We are expeciing him to arrve ina 
couple of hours time, and we will continue with the 
program. [end :ecording] 


Hijackers Make More Demands 
MB1409171488 Maseru Domestic Service in Eneiish 
1600 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] The secretary to the Military Council, Mr Tom 
Thabani, has said the Lesotho Government considers the 
gunmen holding over 70 passengers hostage in a bus in 
Maser a¢ terrorists and will not accede to their demands 
The hostages have now been held for over 24 hours. 


He told a news conference this afternoon that the pn- 
mary concern of the government 1s the safety of the 
hostages. Mr Thaban: added that negotiations with the 
hisackers have been undertaken by the commissioner of 
police, May Gen James Dingiswayo, and his men. Mr 
Thabani dismissed as false reports that the government 
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had asked for help from the government of South Africa 
to end the hijack drama, saying Lesotho’s forces were 
capable of handling the situation. 


He said the hostages had so far refused to take meals and 
drinks. He quoted them as having said that suffering is part 
of their life as Christians. The hijackers have demanded to 
see His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II; the pope; the British 
high commissioner; two former executive members of the 
Basotholand Congress Party, BCP, that is, Mr M. Molapo, 
and Mr G.M. Kolisang, the Christian Council of Lesotho; 
and also the former “ninister in the previous government, 
Mr Charles Dube Molapo. 


Meanwhile, LENA has reported that the police have 
confirmed that the hijackers have released two hos- 
tages—a teacher and a crippled student. This brings to 
three the number of people who have left the bus, as 
earlier this morning a male hostage escaped. 


Pope Arrives; Shooting at Bus 
MB1409193288 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Excerpts] Following a day of drama that included an 
unplanned visit to Jan Smuts Airport by the Pope and 
the hijacking of a bus with about 71 hostages in Maseru, 
the pope has finally arrived in the Lesotho capital. The 
pope travelled by car, escorted by South African police, 
for the 360 km from Johannesburg. [passage omitted] 


{Reporter Marietta Kruger] For the latest news from 
Lesotho, we are in direct contact with our correspondent, 
there, Albie Grobbelaar. Good evening Albie. Are you in 
Maseru now? 


{[Grobbelaar] I am about 5 km south of Maseru, at the 
racecourse where the Pope will hold the beatification 
ceremony tomorrow for Father Gerrard. It is rather cold 
and windy here. 


[Kruger] Tell us the latest on the bus hijacking? 


[Grobbelaar] Marietta, about 30 minutes ago, that is, 
about 1730, about 40 minutes after the Pope’s arrival in 
Lesotho, I contacted Kolie van Koller by radio. He is in 
a hotel room on a mountainside here in Maseru, and he 
told me that shots were suddenly fired and a hand 
grenade apparently exploded. Then I heard him calling 
to his wife to lie down on the floor. I could hear the shot 
over the radio. A few minutes later I spoke to him again, 
and he said he could clearly hear shots at the place where 
the hijacked bus is standing. One can see the spot from 
the hotel. We assume this could have been a relief 
operation, but we have no information yet about what 
was taking place. 


[Kruger] Is all this taking place around the bus, or in 
other parts of Maseru as well? 


[Grobbelaar] Everything was apparently taking place fairly 
close to the bus. When the shots were being fired, it was 
already dark in the city, and one cannot be sure if anything 
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was happening further away from the bus. But Kolie 
believed it was all taking place very close to the bus. 


[Kruger] Would you say the situation is under control at 
the moment, or 1s it chaotic? 


[Grobbelaar] I think the situation is fully under control. 
As I said, I think it was a relief operation by the bus. The 
Streets in Maseru are literally covered with people, 
standing on both sides, waiting to welcome the pope. | 
think everything is under control. 


[Kruger] Let’s return to the arrival of the pope in Maseru 
this afternoon. Was that the highlight for which everyone 
was waiting? 


{Grobbelaar]} I think so. One could say without fear of 
contradiction it was more of an event than when he 
arrived over the airport this morning by plane. Thou- 
sands of people were present at the border post, people 
from Maseru and elsewhere, even South Africans from 
across the border, as the news spread that he was arriving 
by car. The pope was welcomed at the border post by 
Major Genera! Lekhanya personally, as well as by many 
bishops present. 


[Kruger] Were any events cancelled due to the disruption 
of the original arrangements or have they kept fairly 
close to the proposed arrangements? 


[Grobbelaar] I think the only things cancelled were those 
which would have taken place during the morning and 
early afternoon; the ceremony at the airport was cancelled, 
for example. But right after his arrival, the pope left for 
Roma, where he was to visit the grave of Father Gerard 
and hold a mass. The evening's functions are not affected. 


[Kruger] Were the crowds as large as were expected? 


[Grobbelaar] Not quite, but the fact that he arrived by car 
created a new interest among the people. Over the past few 
days there were very few people around. We rode around 
quite a bit, and this morning, only about 26 cars per hour 
were crossing over. I think most people will come over as 
day visitors, and not sleep over in the tent town. 


[Kruger] Do you think the people who set up all the stalls 
have suffered much loss? 


[Grobbelaar] I think many of them did suffer losses. 
Some have had their stalls for over a week and did 
almost no business at all. 


[Kruger] Seeing that the number of people is smaller 
than expected, could that mean the accident figures will 
also be lower than estimated? 


[Grobbelaar] I imagine so. I do not know of any major 
accidents reported. But one must give credit to all those 
who provided services and assistance here. 


[Kruger] When is the pope leaving for Swaziland? 


[Grobbelaar] He is leaving Friday morning at 0815, 
according to the publicized program. Of course, the 
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highlight of his visit to Lesotho is tomorrow morning, 
here at the racecourse, where the beatification of Father 
Gerard will take place. 


Hostages Rescued 
MB1409/ 95588 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1850 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] [Reporter Narietta Kruger] We return to our 
correspondent in Maseru, Albie Grobbelaar, for the 
latest on the hostage drama. Albie, we have heard that 
eyewitnesses claimed the police have gained control of 
the bus and of the hostages. Is that nght? 


[Grobbelaar] I can confirm that the hostage drama is 
definitely over. The fighting broke out at about half past 
seven this evening when the rescue operation began. 
They were able to rescue the hostages. There are appar- 
ently several people injured. Journalists who went to he 
hospital reported that there were several people injured, 
and possibly more than one person could have been 
killed. But the drama is definitely over. It seems one of 
the nuns was limping, ambulances were moving up and 
down between the Queen Elizabeth hospital and the site 
where the bus was standing. But the good news is that the 
drama is over. No one knows yet exactly how many 
people have been injured. 


[Kruger] Albie, we have heard reports that someone had 
purchased the bus especially for the hijacking. 


[Grobbelaar] No, we have had no such report. It could be 
mere speculation at present. 


[Kruger] Were the people killed while they were still 
inside the bus, or only later during the shooting? 


[Grobbelaar] As far as we can ascertain, no lives were 
lost while the hostages were in the bus. There was 
apparently one man who managed to escape from the 
bus this morning, but whatever lives have been lost were 
lost during the rescue operation. 


[Kruger] Does it seem that the program for tomorrow 
will still carry on? 


[Grobbelaar] Yes, definitely. The papal program will 
continue as publicized, with the highlight here at the 
racecourse for the beatification of Father Gerard. That 
will be tomorrow morning at 0930. 


4 Dead, 11 Injured 
MB1409193488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1932 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 14 SAPA—Four people died and 11 
were injured in the hijack drama in Maseru tonight when 
South African Police and hijackers clashed, police said. 
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A police spokesman in Pretoria said three hijackers and 
a young woman hostage were killed when the hijackers 
drove the bus through the closed gates of the British 
Embassy in Maseru. 


The hijackers started shooting shortly after bumping the 
gates open, the spokesman said. 


Police returned the fire, killing three hijackers. 


A young woman was also killed and |! other hostages 
injured, four seriously. 


The fourth hijacker was arrested. 


“The casualties were apparently caused by the wild firing 
of the hijackers,” the spokesman said. 


No SAP members were injured. 


3 Gunmen Killed, 1 Captured 
MB1509051088 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] The hostage drama ended last night with the three 
gunmen killed and one captured. In an operation carried 
out by both the Royal Lesotho Defense Force and the 
police, the gunmen were shot and killed as they tried to 
force open the gates of the British High Commission. Ten 
hostages were injured when a grenade exploded and shrap- 
nel caught the hostages. They are being treated at Queen 
Elizabeth II Hospital. The captured gunman is in custody. 


Pope Arrives; Welcomed by Officials in Maseru 
MB1409191988 Maseru Domestic Service in Sesotho 
1900 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] Pope John Paul II has arrived in Maseru by road 
from Jan Smuts [Airport] where his plane was diverted 
after failing to land at Moshoeshoe I International Air- 
port due to bad weather. The pope was expected to arrive 
at Moshoeshoe I International Airport at 10:15 am this 
morning from Botswana. 


He was welcomed at Maseru Bridge by the leadership of 
the Roman Catholic church in Lesotho; the chairman of 
the Military Council and of the council of ministers, 
Major General Metsing Lekhanya; members of the Mil- 
itary Council and cabinet ministers; government offi- 
cials; and other members of the public. The pope kissed 
the ground when he entered Lesotho as is his custom. 


The pope went on to Roma, where he is presently 
holding mass. Tomorrow’s program will take place as 
announced. 
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